Nature Discovery Backpack and Empowering Youth for Junction Creek Programs 2022
The Junction Creek Stewardship Committee is reaching out to communities throughout the
Junction Creek watershed to share information about upcoming nature-based programs for
teenagers and to welcome the opportunity for input, collaboration, and support.
Nature Discovery Backpacks – lending program
The Junction Creek Stewardship Committee (JCSC) has partnered with Watersheds Canada to pilot a
new, one-year Nature Discovery Backpack project and build capacity with secondary students and their
families in the N’Swakamok/Greater Sudbury area. The JCSC will help to establish lending programs to
distribute 30 free Ontario-curriculum linked backpacks that will include field equipment and lessons (see
enclosed photo of backpack and workbook example). The contents will help increase student
engagement and identification skills regarding local species. We aim to decrease financial, geographic,
experiential, and knowledge-based barriers for youth to participate in community science, species
identification, and environmental stewardship.
If possible, outdoor workshops will be held in spring/summer 2022 to engage youth and families in using
their backpack equipment. We anticipate participants will report an increased confidence in: identifying
local species, exploring and connecting with nature, and identifying different water quality properties
along Junction Creek. There is an opportunity to customize the backpacks to include more resources
specific to the target communities. The JCSC has also applied to grants in hopes of amplifying the
program to cover the cost of additional resources, gear/supplies for the youth, mileage to reach remote
communities, and honorariums for Elders and Knowledge Holders.
We welcome you to provide input and collaborate on the project to help identify communities in-need
and customize the backpacks to include environmental resources that would be beneficial for local
youth.
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Empowering Youth for Junction Creek – interactive nature sessions
For 2022, the JCSC is looking to expand upon the 2021 Empowering Youth for Junction Creek pilot
program and would like to offer the opportunity to coordinate guided walks, guest presenters and a
variety of outdoor stewardship activities to communities throughout the Junction Creek watershed
to facilitate personal connections with nature and restore impaired ecosystems. Our aim is to have a
diverse, inclusive program free of barriers and to build the program collaboratively with the community
to create the greatest positive impact possible.
The Empowering Youth for Junction Creek program includes dynamic educational programs to amplify
local knowledge, connect youth with nature, and expose youth to careers in the field of environment
and conservation, using guest speakers and hands-on learning from local organizations, community
groups, experts in the field, and Knowledge Holders. Examples of activities include guided hikes, water
sampling, nature journaling, biomonitoring, and cross-cultural learning. The program will also integrate
open-ended discussions and shared stories to engage with the youth on their knowledge and ideas,
and provide opportunities for youth to offer their voice in making decisions at a community level.
Ecological restoration activities are another component of the program to restore impaired stream
habitat, create positive change and empower the community in watershed stewardship, such as litter
clean-ups, removal of invasive species, Yellow Fish Road program, and planting native trees, shrubs and
pollinator plants.
Opportunities for project involvement and support
We are seeking support in the following ways - please let us know your interest and capacity level:
a. Interest in receiving updates about the project
b. Help spread the word, share project announcements with network
c. Provide input and suggestions for communities that would best benefit from the program
d. Contribute resources for backbacks and/or handouts for workshops and educational programs
e. Be a guest speaker or offer a nature-related program for local youth
f. Offer an accessible location and delivery of the Nature Discovery Backpack lending program
g. Sponsorship to support additional resources and more programs
Tentative schedule of next steps
1. Reach out to existing and new contacts to establish who is interested in being involved (Fall
2021 to Spring 2022)
2. Identify communities in-need within the Junction Creek watershed and places that can offer the
lending program for the Nature Discovery Backpacks (November 2021 to January 2022)
3. Schedule community information sessions and surveys to get a better understanding of each
community’s interests/needs to customize the backpacks, presentations and workshops
(January to March 2022)
4. Set-up lending program and any required training (May/June 2022)
5. Schedule public workshops to introduce the Nature Discovery Backpacks (June 2022)
6. Deliver Empowering Youth for Junction Creek sessions (June to August, potential to go into
November)
JCSC contacts:
Miranda Virtanen, info@junctioncreek.com (705) 988-8736
Olivia Bennett, programs@junctioncreek.com
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