
Stay home if you feel sick, if you have been in contact with anyone

who has tested positive, or if you are under self-quarantine.

Practice physical distancing and best hygiene practices when you

see other people in nature.

Bring your own mask, hat, snacks, water, sunscreen, and bug

spray. Make sure to bring back any garbage you have so you can

properly get rid of it at home.

Tell someone where you are going and when you will be back.

Watch wildlife from a safe distance and do not try to handle them.

Do not pick any wildflowers or plants - please leave nature for

everyone to enjoy.

Wear long sleeves and long pants if walking in a wooded area.

Learn more about tick safety: https://www.ontarioparks.com/

parksblog/how-to-protect-yourself-from-ticks/

Here are some things to keep in mind when exploring outside:
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The Junction Creek Watershed is 320 square kilometers (km) in

size and is 52 km long!

A                          is an area of land that water flows through or

across on its way to a particular water body, like a stream, river,

wetland, lake, or coastline. It is the land where precipitation —

like rain — falls and flows to a common, watery place.

Did you know Junction Creek flows through a Provincially

Significant Wetland, and drains into Lake Huron?

THE JUNCTION CREEK
WATERSHED

watershed

The Route of Junction Creek to Lake Huron
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ACTIVITY #7: WATER
QUALITY EXPERIMENT

The guideline for pH (potential Hydrogen) is a range of 7.0 to 10.5 in

finished drinking water (Health Canada, 2015). Generally a range of

6.5 to 8.2 is preferred for most life in the water. Different things can

affect the pH of the water like an algal bloom or increased pollution.

Some aquatic animals are very sensitive to changes in pH, and are

often used as living indicators ("bioindicators") of an ecosystem's

health. One example is dragonflies because they have a biphasic

lifecycle, meaning they spend part of their life in the water as aquatic

nymphs and part of their life in the terrestrial environment as adults. 

Reference: Health Canada (2015). Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality: Guideline Technical Document — pH. Water and Air Quality Bureau,

Healthy Environments and Consumer Safety Branch, Health Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. (Catalogue No H144-28/2016E-PDF).
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Getting started

To compare results, use your water test kit in 5 different spots. If you

cannot get to five different natural areas, use tap water and add

different things to each container that might end up in our

freshwater sources, like salt (road salt) and soap (car washes). 

Before you begin testing, make a hypothesis — an idea that proposes

a possible explanation about what will happen. Where and why do

you think you will find different conditions for air temperature,

water temperature, and pH?

Record your findings each time. What did you find?

Want to learn more about the non-profit organization Water Rangers?
Visit their website for videos, resources, and more: waterrangers.ca
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